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Part I: Model of the Water Cycle 
 
In your group, you will be creating a model of the water cycle. 
1.  Choose the level of water your group is going to use and measure that amount 

of water into a beaker. Measure and then add the correct amount of salt for your 
level of water. 

•  500 mL of water:     10 mL of salt 
•  1000 mL of water:   20 mL of salt 
•  1500 mL of water:   30 mL of salt  

2.  Have your teacher add a few drops of blue food coloring.  
3.  Fill the two liter bottle with the salt water solution your group created. When 

finished filling the bottle with water, put the cap tightly on your bottle. Mark the 
beginning water level with a black permanent marker. 

4.  Look around your room and identify a good location to put your bottle to collect 
heat. Is outside an option? As a group, select a location to observe your bottle 
over the next few days. Check with your teacher to make sure your location is 
appropriate. 

5.  Predict what you think will happen over the next few days. Complete the 
information and answer the questions on Part I of your Student Journal. 

6.  Over the next several days you will observe and record your observations  on 
your Student Journal. Each day you will mark the water level on your bottle and 
circle any areas of condensation or precipitation that you see. Then you will 
draw and label where you see each part of the water cycle that is occurring on 
your Student Journal.  

7.  After several days, you will bring the bottle back to your table and write about 
the changes that you observed. 

 
Part II: Graffiti Poster  
 
1.  Think of what you know about the water cycle. Brainstorm with your group 

different images and words that come to mind when you think about and 
observe the water cycle.   

2.  At each station, graffiti the paper for the word that is listed. You can write or draw 
a picture about the word with colored markers. 


